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The Eagle Way, We Put Learning First 

Dear Families,  

Attendance is important for student achievement.  Please 
attempt to schedule medical appointments for after school 
(when possible) and be sure to plan your vacations around 
the district calendar. 

When students miss school for non-excused reasons such 
as family travel, it is often requested that the teacher 
provide homework ahead of time.  This may be a good 
idea in theory, but it is actually very difficult to do.  For 
one thing, plans adjust daily as students learn new 
concepts.  Teachers are constantly varying and adjusting 
their lessons as needs arise.  Some “plans” may never 
come to fruition and others may surpass planning as the 
class quickly absorbs new materials.  Additionally, many 
of the lessons that students participate in simply cannot be 
recreated without the structure of a classroom, 
collaboration of peers and the facilitation by our teachers. 

Research shows that attendance matters and that chronic 
absenteeism places students at risk of failure.  Chronic 
absenteeism is defined as missing 10 percent, or more of 
school days for any reason, including excused, unexcused 
or disciplinary.  Students who are absent due to school 
sponsored activities are not considered absent for the 
purposes of this calculation. 

Thank you for always doing a phenomenal job at being 
supportive parents that put education as a top priority!  I 
recently read the following quote, “The habit we set today, 
stays with you for a lifetime.” Someday, the bait of being 
on time and present will transfer to being a great employee 
in a great career. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Piccininni 

 
Attendance Matters:  Helping Your Child Succeed in 

School 
 

Did You Know? 
 

● Starting in kindergarten, too many absences can 
cause children to fall behind in school. 

● Missing 10% (or roughly 18 days) can make it 
harder to learn to read. 

● Students can still fall behind if they miss just a 
day or two every few weeks. 

● Being late to school may lead to poor attendance. 
 

What You Can Do 
 

● Set a regular bedtime and routine. 
● Lay out clothes and backpacks the night before. 
● Introduce your child to his/her teacher before 

school starts to help with their transition. 
● Don’t let your child stay home unless they are 

truly sick.  Keep in mind complaints of stomach 
ache or headache can be a sign of anxiety and not 
a reason to stay home. 

● If your child seems anxious about going to school, 
talk to teachers, the school counselor or 
administration for advice on how to make them 
feel comfortable and excited about learning. 

● Develop back-up plans for getting to school if 
something come up. Call on a family member, a 
neighbor, or friend. 

 
For more information, visit attendanceworks.org.  You can 
also access a CCSD online Attendance Matters workshop. 
Please go to: bit.ly/CCSDFACESAttendance 



 

 

School Organizational Team (SOT) Meeting 
 
Our next SOT meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 10th, at 3:30pm in the school library.  All are 
welcome to attend, we hope to see you there. 
 

 
 
Strategies To Help Your Child Develop Effective Study 

Skills 
 
*Designate a Study Space 
Create an area for your child to work that is well lit and 
has the necessary supplies available (pencils, erasers, 
paper etc.) 
 
*Teach Your Child to Ask for Help 
Teach your child to ask for help when they are struggling 
to understand a concept.  They may even want to ask a 
peer for assistance. 
 
*Avoid Distractions 
Encourage your child to turn off electronic devices and 
focus on a single task.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The School Garden 
 
We are getting ready to begin a new planting season in the 
school garden!  We will be pulling plants that have 
completed their life cycle and will be planting broccoli, 
beats and other leafy greens.  We are fortunate that we are 
able to continue growing arugula, eggplant, zucchini, 
tomatoes, parsley, fennel and cosmos. 
The Garden Club began on Monday, November 4, after 
school.  Students who turned in applications were given a 
purple note reminding them of the time and dates.  We are 
excited to have started a club that will benefit our 
community and help our students learn about the 
importance of a garden. Garden Club is open to students in 
grades 3, 4, and 5 and is limited to thirty students total. 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
 
November 25-29 No School 
December 4 Winter Choir Performance 6:00pm 
December 10 SOT Meeting 3:30pm 
December 10 Making Snow Event 5:00pm 
December 9-13 College Awareness Week 
December 23- January 3 Winter Break 
January 6 Classes Resume 

 


