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Dear  Parents, 

 During each of our Open House Nights we 
discussed how important it is for students to 
have a “Growth Mindset”.  With Parent 
Student Teacher Academic Planning Time 
(PSTAPT) conferences coming up in 
November, this is another great way to add an 
additional layer to this model; student-led 
conferences!  This is an effective and 
powerful way for students to take control of 
their own learning, while at the same time 
developing self-efficacy.  

As the principal of Eileen Conners, I want 
nothing more than for all students to know 
their strengths and areas of relative weakness 
while being able to articulate how they can 
improve on these areas through goal setting 
and having a growth mindset.  

These student-led conferences will empower 
our students to direct and report on their 
own learning and progress at school.  It is 
very important that your child attends the 
scheduled conference time, please make 
arrangements for this to happen.  If you have 
a child in another grade level who needs to 
wait during the scheduled conference, please 
have them read, do homework or a quiet 
activity outside the classroom.  

These student-led conferences are much 
different from  traditional parent-teacher 
conferences in which the teacher does most 
of the talking and the parent does the 
listening.  The role of the teacher in the 
student-led conference is one of a coach, 
mentor and advocate. 

During the conference process students will 
report on academic progress, articulate goals, 
report on assessment data and share 
examples of their classwork.  At Eileen 
Conners, we believe that the student-led 
conferences hold the student accountable for 
their work and progress done in class; while 
helping the student feel that we, as a united 
team, are all here to support them to become 
their very best!   

We are very pleased with the learning that is 
happening here at Eileen Conners, and we 
know that students are eager to present their 
work and progress to their parents.  Thank 
you in advance for attending your student’s 
conference with your child.   

 Steve Piccininni, Principal       Jennifer Gerber, Assistant Principal 

 

 

THE EAGLE WAY 
 

PBIS 

What is PBIS?  For those families new to 
Conners, PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral 
Support Interventions and Support Initiatives. 
It is a positive behavior system put in place to 
encourage students  to monitor behavior and 
gauge their social emotional learning. 

Our goal is to establish an environment where 
appropriate behavior is the norm by 
celebrating, recognizing and rewarding positive 
behavior.  The use of eagle tickets helps us to 
recognize and reinforce positive behavior. 
Students are given the opportunity to earn 
eagle tickets on a daily basis.  These eagle 
tickets may be used to “purchase” tickets to 
special events and classroom rewards.  Some of 
the favorite classroom rewards students save 
tickets for include lunch with the teacher or 
teacher chair for the day.  Ask your child what 
they like to use their eagle tickets for. 

 
“The goal of Positive Behavior Support is not 
“perfect children”. Rather the goal should be 
creating the perfect environment for enhancing 
their growth.” - Randy Sprick 

 

 

 

CONNERS WEBSITE 
We are pleased to announce that our school 
website is being updated regularly by Angela 
Roland, PTO Treasurer.  You will be able to 
find important information about upcoming 
events and answer general questions on the 
site.  We encourage you to check it often. 

 
https://eileenconnerseleme.wixsite.com/eileen-
conners-1

 

PTO 
Our amazing PTO is working hard to enrich the 
lives of students at Eileen Conners Elementary 
School.  You may have noticed some special 
enhancements to our school completed by our 
PTO board members.  Some of these include 
the positive notes on the bathroom mirrors and 
the encouraging bulletin boards around the 
building. PTO is always looking for help with 
upcoming events and fundraisers. 

President - Wendy Cohen 

Vice President - Molly Marks 

Treasurer - Angela Roland 

Treasurer - Sheryl Leeds 

Fundraising Coordinator - Nicole Latiolait 

Secretary -Kristial Johnston 

 
Stay up to date with all the latest 
information and events on  
Facebook: EileenConnersPTO 
Instagram: EileenConnersElementary 
Email: EileenConnersPTO@yahoo.com 

 

 

https://eileenconnerseleme.wixsite.com/eileen-conners-1
https://eileenconnerseleme.wixsite.com/eileen-conners-1
https://www.facebook.com/eileenconnerspto/
https://www.instagram.com/eileenconnerselementary/


 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
October 25 - Nevada Day Observed (no school) 

November 1 - Kona Ice Fun Treat Friday 

November 11 - Veterans Day (no school) 

November 15 - Conferences 

 
 
 

What’s New in Reading at 
Eileen Conners Elementary? 

ReadyGen! 
 
When our Conners Eagles come home after 
school, we hope all of them are asked: 
 

“What is something you learned about in 
school today?” 

 
We hope that in that conversation, our Eagles 
will mention several new things they learned 
and mastered, but we also hope they say this:  

 
“We read the coolest book today!” 

 
Through a generous grant from the Edna Rose 
Crane Foundation, we have acquired the 
ReadyGEN literacy curriculum.   Our faculty is 
thrilled to have this curriculum which will equip 
our children with the tools necessary to 
successfully negotiate the more rigorous literacy 
expectations which they will face as they move 
up through the grades.  We’re equally pleased 
that quality books written to engage children’s 
interests and imaginations form the backbone of 
this series.  So be sure to ask them about the 
stories with which they are working.  
 
Would you like to know more about 
“ReadyGen?”  Check out this link online! 
 
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/
prod/750226/93147715-c5f6-11e6-b7b7-22000
bd8490f/1079858/8a7186c7-37a8-11e7-8116-1
24f7febbf4a/file/ReadyGenParentInformational
Brochure.pdf 
 

Reason to Read Aloud With Your Child 
The Classroom Support Team of Eileen Conners Elementary 

School 
 

Would you like to help your children become better readers?  Not only is it fairly easy, it also 
contributes in a positive way to your relationship with your children...and it can be really fun! 
Some tips to support you in your goal of helping your children become life-long readers are: 

● Reading aloud to children creates a lifetime interest in reading.  If you start reading to 
your children while they are young, they will be much more likely to grow into the habit 
of reading. When they associate reading with happy memories, they are more likely to 
persist in learning to read, even when they run into occasional roadblocks in the process of 
learning to read. 

● Reading to young children extends their attention spans.  Don’t overdo it at first. You 
might need to start with just ten minutes of read-aloud time, and gradually extend the time 
until your child is able to maintain full attention for longer periods of time. A longer 
attention span will help a child perform better both in school subjects and in real-life 
projects. 

● Reading aloud to children aids in language development.  As children listen to you read, 
they assimilate strong language skills. They pick up correct word pronunciation, word 
usage, and proper grammar. Their working vocabulary increases, and they internalize 
correct sentence structure. All these skills will eventually transfer to their own speaking 
and writing. Improper grammar will begin to sound wrong to them, and they will be more 
likely to choose good grammar when they communicate. 

● As you read aloud, the power of a child’s imagination is strengthened.  As you read to 
your children, they visualize the book’s events in their minds. Through the pages of a 
book, children are able to experience events and situations that are outside of their own 
personal experiences. They can picture life in other parts of the world and in other 
cultures. Children who have been read to are usually more adept at creating stories from 
their own imaginations. 

● Reading aloud helps build a child’s comprehension.  As you read and discuss books 
together, your child increases his problem-solving abilities and gains insight into 
characters’ motives. Discussing a book as you read helps teach a child how to make good 
predictions. As you read aloud, you can fill in missing background information that helps 
a child better understand the book’s setting, historical background, and characters—details 
that might be missed if a child reads a book on his own. Reading aloud also gives you the 
opportunity to emphasize important character traits as you read. Point out examples of 
compassion, kindness, perseverance, and optimism, then take a moment to discuss these 
traits with your children. 

● Last, but certainly not least, read-aloud time is great one-on-one bonding time.  Reading 
aloud is a wonderful chance to share adventure, intrigue, and emotion—without having to 
leave your living room. And that is irreplaceable. 

“Six Reasons to Read Aloud to Your Child,” Marie Rippel 

 
 

 

   

 
 

https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/750226/93147715-c5f6-11e6-b7b7-22000bd8490f/1079858/8a7186c7-37a8-11e7-8116-124f7febbf4a/file/ReadyGenParentInformationalBrochure.pdf
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/750226/93147715-c5f6-11e6-b7b7-22000bd8490f/1079858/8a7186c7-37a8-11e7-8116-124f7febbf4a/file/ReadyGenParentInformationalBrochure.pdf
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/750226/93147715-c5f6-11e6-b7b7-22000bd8490f/1079858/8a7186c7-37a8-11e7-8116-124f7febbf4a/file/ReadyGenParentInformationalBrochure.pdf
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/750226/93147715-c5f6-11e6-b7b7-22000bd8490f/1079858/8a7186c7-37a8-11e7-8116-124f7febbf4a/file/ReadyGenParentInformationalBrochure.pdf
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/750226/93147715-c5f6-11e6-b7b7-22000bd8490f/1079858/8a7186c7-37a8-11e7-8116-124f7febbf4a/file/ReadyGenParentInformationalBrochure.pdf
https://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/reading-aloud-to-kids-who-cant-sit-still
https://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/vocabulary/
https://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/reading-comprehension/

